
October 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
This will be my last written communication with you as your pastor.  On October 4th I will bring 
my last message, and October 7th will be my official last day.  As I begin retirement, I’d like to 
reflect a little bit on our journey these past 12 years, and then lay out what the change means for 
me, and for you. 
 
I was installed as your co-pastor in May of 2008.  Shortly thereafter Bob Dooling retired, and I 
became your pastor.  Looking back, we now know that period as the beginning of the “Great 
Recession.”  If you recall, jobs were lost, the economy contracted, and the stock market 
eventually fell by half.  At the same time, we realized that the roof over the sanctuary needed 
replacing, and many other building items needed updating, replacing, or remodeling.  And so, we 
began NEXT, an ambitious building renovation program, in the middle of the worst recession 
since the great depression!  The congregation responded with amazing generosity, and we 
completed the project without any debt, even a small surplus, and, we did not have to make any 
staff reductions.  My point is that we faced numerous challenges in the period shortly after I 
came, and God brought us through each challenge. 
 
In the middle years, I think of the deepening of our relationship with Malawi, with several years 
where our friends and partners were facing starvation.  Again, God provided the resources, our 
friends received what they needed to survive, and we became even stronger in our “mission 
mindedness,” and our recognition that God does provide.  Also, in this period, our denomination 
made theological and ethical decisions with which we did not agree.  Indeed, Mountain View 
was a leader in our presbytery and in our denomination for several decades in calling the church 
to an orthodox position on sexuality.  Again, even as we were defeated in our church’s polity and 
practice on sexuality, we were able to find a center in God’s word and in our church family, and 
by God’s grace, we remain centered on Christ, his Word, and his Mission. 
 
Finally, it is time for Joan and me to begin a new chapter in our lives.  I want to thank you for 
having allowed me to move to a part-time (80%) call, almost four years ago; and I want to thank 
Jim Webb for providing extra leadership and ministry presence during this time.  Now, as we 
enter full-time retirement, Joan and I are grateful for the call to Mountain View, for the 
wonderful members, staff, and friends who are so vital in our life together, and for the ongoing 
mission and ministry of Mountain View Church. 
 
I want to remind you that my role as pastor of Mountain View ends on October 7, 2020.  That 
means that I will not be participating in the life of the congregation, in conformity with the 
Presbytery’s Separation Ethics Policy.  I am pleased that the session has appointed Jim Webb as 
Acting Head of Staff, and that the pastoral care and leadership of the congregation will be in his 
capable hands. 
 
As I close, let me remind you of the powerful promise in Jeremiah 29:11,  
 



 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
 not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Joan and I invite you to trust God with all your hearts, as God reveals his great plans for all of us. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
 
Rev. Gary LeTourneau 
Pastor (one last time…) 


