
Advent is upon us.  It has arrived despite the travel advisories, masks and testing.  It recalls the 
great revelation of God who enters our world without consultation or invitation.   We prepare for our 
celebration of the season with such new parameters, not unlike the first advent.  Mary and Joseph were 
not called to shelter in place, but to journey.  I would imagine Mary would have much preferred 
sheltering in place compared to the trek to Bethlehem set before them.  But it was not to be, and neither 
will it be with us.  All is new as we recount the old story in our time. 

 
We have another old story before us as well.  Old because it has been a journey churches have 

travelled for countless years before us.  Old because we as MVPC don’t actually travel upon this road 
very often.  That journey is seeking new leadership after pastoral departure.   

 
Things are in motion, so let me update you.  COM has had their exit interviews with both Gary 

LeTourneau and the current Session board.  That task has been completed (check).  Next COM will 
review and work with the Mission Study Committee to refine and work toward document approval.  
From there, other steps will begin, such as hiring committees (PNC) and such.  I don’t feel the need at 
this moment to explain these steps as they are yet at a distance.  Leadership at both staff and session 
levels is a source of creative constancy that is guiding us through this process.  Certainly, feel free to call 
me at the church if you have any other questions.  For now, the ship is aright and we are steaming 
forward.  

 
Pledge cards are vital this year. I cannot stress this enough.  They will help us to figure out 

what we have, what we can sustain, who we have and how we manage good stewardship in this 
time.  Please, even if its late find some time to prayerfully consider filling it out and returning it to 
the church.  It helps those elders in leadership to better predict what our responses must be.   
Personally, it is crunch time for our congregation so take this article as your invitation to respond 
to the church’s call for support. 

 
We are celebrating Advent, Christmas and the New Year in the life of Mountain View during 

unique times.  This means Advent candles and readings, Christmas Carols, focused messages on Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love from an innovative angle and a Nativity presentation.  We hope to bring some 
sense of the ordinary into your home and your life as best we can.  

 
With the concept of ordinary so far from us I would like us to consider a different word: 

Predictable.  While ordinary has gone on extended leave, Advent this year can offer us an answer to this 
other forgotten concept.  We know the great story, we know the characters, we know how they respond, 
we know what they must do.  Most importantly we know that despite all things worldly against it the 
Christmas story of Jesus birth culminates in the Incarnation. There will be no plot twists or script 
rewrites or hidden fees.  The story will always come out the same.  We can see it coming miles ahead of 
us. Finally, something predictable and dependable again, brought to you by the steadfast, trustworthy, 
sovereign God.  Let’s place our hope in the story once again, but also like never before.  O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel as predicted.  
 
We welcome you as ones longing for your Advent peace and presence.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Jim 


